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The Galaxy Without Its 
Princess - Zac Gorman 
The recent death of Carrie Fisher, best known for her role as 
Princess Leia, truly meant a lot for Star Wars fanatics. She 
accomplished many things, and lived an amazing life as an actor, 
writer, and most importantly, entertainer. Even though her 
appearance in the newly released “Rouge One” was simply CGI, 
it was still nostalgic to see classic Leia on the very same 
“diplomatic mission” from nearly four decades ago.

Of course, fans are curious as to what Leia’s role is in the 
upcoming Episode 8 (which has been recently titled “The Last 
Jedi”) and for those wondering, I just happen to have some good 
news: Carrie Fisher had already finished recording her scenes 
before her passing. Now, this doesn’t necessarily mean that the 
entire film is finished, but they definitely seem to be making 
progress with the actual filming. That being said, it is unfortunate 
that she won’t be able to witness the final product. 
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If Disney intends on addressing Carrie Fisher’s death in a future 
Star Wars movie, they have several viable options to consider. A 
model they could follow would be Paul Walker’s last appearance 
in the Fast and Furious franchise, where he simply drives away, 
leaving the rest of the crew behind. Granted, this could be harder 
with a character like Leia who, in “The Force Awakens” shows no 
signs of giving up. And if they going to have to kill off her 
character, they should do it carefully so it fits into the story, as 
that would be the respectful way to address her passing.

How to Lose a Guy in 10 
Days - Rex Sears 
 Ahh, Valentine's Day. The time when people enjoy each other's 
company, or give each other items to express their love and 
appreciation, while people without anyone to care for either cry 
in a bathtub, or treat it like any other day. (Totally not from 
personal experience.) My own way of celebrating this joyous 
holiday involves watching the worst romantic movie I could track 
down, suggested by a trusted friend of mine who I've known for a 
long time. Thanks for telling me about this travesty, Mom.

 This unfortunate piece of 
media is titled "How to Lose 
a Guy in 10 Days." It tells 
the story of a woman, Andie 
Anderson, who, for the sake 
of a how-to article for a 
trashy magazine she works 
for,  dates a guy for the sole 
purpose of doing "everything 
wrong" that women do in 
relationships, before 
dumping him. The guy she's 
dating, Benjamin, is also only 
dating her on a bet that he 
could get any woman to fall 
in love with him. These 
needlessly cruel and illogical 
acts are the entire reason the 
movie even exists, and having such unlikable characters and an 
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unlikable premise makes it impossible to care for these people in 
the slightest when the movie attempts being serious. The movie 
obviously tries to portray it as quirky and special, but all it does is 
make me cringe.

 Even worse, rather than make these despicable characters at 
least have some slightly interesting, differing personalities when 
compared to all the other run-of-the-mill "romantic-comedies," 
they are instead almost painfully bland. The movie doesn't even 
have the guts to go all the way with how terrible these characters 
could be, to the point of it being humorous. The movie tries to 
make it seem—after Andie does things like going behind 
Benjamin's back to talk to his mother and get embarrassing 
childhood pictures, and taking him to a fake therapist to tell him 
that his very justified problems are crap— that she actually has a 
soul, and feels bad for the crap she'd pulled. The movie then ends 
with them saying that they "love each other," which I found to be 
a load of horse dung. They both only fell in love with the 
stereotypical personas they each put on for the sake of wanting 
an ego boost. I never felt like they actually learned about each 
other's interests and hobbies, even when they go to meet 
Benjamin's family! How is that even possible?

This movie is rated PG-13, but for serious watchers and enjoyers 
of movies in this genre, it should be rated PG-Negative-8. Only 
watch this if you want to see a boring, predictable movie with a 
romance based only on lies. But at the end of the day, the thing 
that should really be taken away is this: Emotionally 
manipulating, stereotyping, emasculating, and using others for 
the sole purpose of bringing yourself satisfaction is the path for 
true love... I guess.

Car Corner - Konnor 
Wartelle
“Luxury” and “sport” are attractive terms when applied to a car. 
When combined, some of the greatest cars are produced. You can 
sit in a Bentley Continental GT and feel the comfort of heated 
leather seats, and drool over the exquisite wood trim, all while 
going faster than most other cars. Step on the accelerator and 
you’ll be going 60 mph in 4.6 seconds. Many cars are somewhat 
like this; the Rolls Royce Dawn, Aston Martin DB11, and Ferrari 
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458 Italia are great examples. Everything about these cars is excellent, except for one thing:

Bentley Continental GT: $230,000

Rolls Royce Dawn: $390,000

Aston Martin DB11: $212,000

Ferrari 458 Italia: $209,000

Obviously, luxury combined with sport isn’t a cheap combination, but that is, not always. Meet the 
Mercedes c300.

Mercedes-Benz is known for producing legendary 
cars such as the SLR 550 and the C63 AMG Black 
Series, both of which are luxurious and sporty. Of 
course, these are outrageously expensive, so I 
couldn’t drive those, but I could get my hands on 
a c300. Needless to say, I was excited to try it out.

I opened the car door and it immediately beeped 
at me. I freaked out a little bit until I was told this 
was the car’s way of saying hello. Strange. I sat in 
the comfortable leather seats and looked where to 

put the key fob, because there was no keyhole. This 
bothered me. What’s wrong with having a keyhole where you can put your keys while you drive? I 
eventually settled for sacrificing a cup holder for storing the key fob. I pressed in the button to start the 
car, which was an unfamiliar gesture for me, being the elitist that I am. The engine sounded strange for 
being a petrol engine. I could only describe it as sounding partially like a diesel and partially like the valves 
were improperly fitted. Turns out this was due to a direct inject system where the fuel bypasses sensors 
and filtration and all that other nonsense. It sure has a cool name, but so does BMW’s water injection 
system, which we know was a bust.

I began to accelerate and was expecting a bit more “oomph” for a car that looked this sporty. When I got 
to the first corner it did turn easily due to electronically assisted steering, but it was a little hairy as the 
littlest move would turn the front axle. I kept driving around and was a bit disappointed. It was certainly 
luxurious, but it certainly wasn’t sporty. When I drove up a steep hill and roughly 30 mph, the automatic 
transmission shifted into fourth gear and was revving below 2000 rpm.

I eventually pulled into a gas station to grab a snack because I had to stop and think if there was 
something I was doing wrong. But when I got back in the car, I realized there was. The agility mode was 
on the “Eco” setting (that’s car term for boring and useless). I flipped the modes until I got to one called 
“Sport+”, now I was interested. But after the run in Eco mode, I was left wondering if this would be much 
better. I immediately saw that it was from the fact that having Sport+ selected allowed you to manually 
select the gear you’re in. My hopes went up a bit, but I was still hesitant.
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As I stepped on the accelerator, all of my doubts were crushed by a naturally aspirated (n/a) inline four. 
This direct inject actually seemed to make a difference. I felt a rush flow through my body as I took it up 
to redline, and as I shifted into second, I found out that the car has a system where it drops a small 
amount of gas onto the exhaust when you shift, making the car sound like it’s barking when you take it up 
past 5000 rpm. And once I got used to the powerful steering and stiff suspension, I began to fall in love 
with it. It took corners with ease and could get back to speed with no effort at all. It was able to drive like 
a sports car all while keeping the signature Mercedes-styled luxury, equipped with an aluminum and black 
leather interior, a Burmeister audio system, and styling that gives hints towards the futuristic styling of 
the 1950s. And best of all, it costs under $60,000. It certainly isn’t cheap, but it doesn’t have six figures 
either. And other car manufacturers can look at the c300 as an example of what a proper mix of sport and 
luxury looks like *cough* *cough* Jaguar.

The Women’s March: What it is and Why it’s 
Important - Avalee Fray-McCroskey
On January 21st 2017, I had the honor of marching through the streets of 
Seattle surrounded by my beautiful feminist brothers and sisters. The sea of 
people went on for a solid 3 miles and there were an estimated 200,000 
people marching in Seattle alone. I was privileged to march with my family 
which included my 88-year-old grandmother. I knew people marching in 
Boston, San Diego, Aspen, LA, Vancouver, London, Washington DC, and 
Alaska. There were also marches in Australia, Puerto Rico, Belgium, Brazil, 
Greece, Hungary, New Zealand, Romania, and Antarctica. In total, there 
were an estimated 673 marches and 4,876,700 marchers. That was day 1 in 
Trump’s America. Even if you love Trump, you have to acknowledge that 
people have a right to be angry. The fear that I felt after Trump was elected 
fueled my angry feminist fire. People are scared by the country today and 
after the election results were finalized, suicide hotlines were busier than 
they had ever been. If the marches should tell you anything, know that you 
are never alone and there are people here fighting for you and your rights.

These marches represented not only women’s rights but also Black, Latino, 
Asian, Gay, Trans, Queer, Asexual, and the rights of all the people groups 
that have been pushed aside throughout history. Every person there 
marched for a different reason. Some marched for pro-life, pro-choice, their 
church, or their temple, others marched out of fear or for the sole purpose 
of being heard. As someone who has grown up in the LGBT community, (if 
you want details you can ask me, I have yellow hair) I had never felt hate 
and ignorance as strong as it was through the election. I felt my rights being 
threatened by people who knew nothing about me or my community. We 
are the future of this country and it is our duty to disagree. As a rainbow 

Volume III Issue IV �5



Issue IV 2016-2017 February 3, 2017

loving, free-flowing hippie, the civil disobedience and the passion 
that was conveyed through the marches makes me so proud. Keep 
fighting and know that you have a voice.

Watercolors - Katniss Liang

-Guest reports from Sports Journalism- 

Running with Jannette - Jonathan Anderson

‘It helps relieve pain’ 
How long have you been running? Have you done any competitive runs?  
I have been running since I was about 12. I ran with my dad because it was the only way to connect 
with him. I have never actually run competitively; I’ve just competed with my PR (person record). 
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What called you to running?  
The first reason was to spend time with my dad, it was really the only way to "connect" with him. 
Second reason was you're only competing against yourself, no "teams." You can run anywhere with 
little money. Also, after being diagnosed with spinal arthritis, the endorphins were far better than any 
drug. 

Why do you run? 
It helps relieve pain believe it or not. The first mile is usually brutal, but when the endorphins kick in 
and joints get lubricated, it's a breeze from there. It also helps greatly with my self- esteem. 

What injuries have you endured throughout your time in running?  
I have run marathons with up to 13 stress fractures in my feet. I would run long distance (around 8-20 
miles) with blisters covering my feet. I would have my husband tape up my feet in the morning and 
come home from running to find all my toe nails had fallen off. Of course shin splints was a daily 
struggle that turned into a normal thing for me. 

What are some major marathons you have run in?  
I have ran 100+ marathons including the Seattle Marathon and Kiawah Island Marathon. During one 
marathon in South Carolina, my sisters and I were running in 30 mile per hour winds. People were 
being thrown to the ground and into trees. I finished averaging about 4:15 a mile, but I ended up 
waiting seven hours for my sister Shelly. So I decided to throw my shoes back on and go back on the 
course and find her. I found her around the mile 17 marker and ran her back to the finish line. It is a 
really important race to me…I ran 44 miles that day. 

Do you regret not picking up a different sport now that you have seen what effect running has 
done on you?  
Never. I've always played different sports, but running was just for me…not a big "team" person. 

Are you content with what running has done for you? 
Absolutely. I will have muscles in my thighs that will never go away. At times, I would be running 50 
miles a week. 

Do you still run? 
Yes I still run, just not as much. No matter what is going on in my life or my health, I will always be 
able to knock out a quick five miles to get my endorphins cooking.  
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Hoop Star from Bristol Bay - Tara King 
Goldman

On moose, Sports Illustrated, hoops, 
fatherhood, flying, and the game winner 

NAKNEK, ALASKA—Mason King was a high school and collegiate basketball player. He lives in 
Naknek, a rural village in Bristol Bay, Alaska. He is a fourth-generation bush pilot for King Air, a 
family business. 

What are your highlights from playing high school and college basketball?   
I liked traveling by plane and spending time with my teammates.   

Are there any lessons you would share about playing a sport? 
I learned how to play basketball better and how to have better social skills. I also learned about 
commitment and achieving my own goals. 

How do you feel about being named athlete of the month in *Sports Illustrated?  
That was really cool since I am from such a small town and just never thought I would be in a 
magazine like that. One of my teachers got a hold of sports ill. And gave them my stats. Being in 
Sports Illustrated was so unexpected, I couldn’t believe it when I opened up the magazine and saw my 
face in there. 

*See Sports Illustrated, April 21, 2008 

What do you enjoy most from helping coach high school basketball?  
Coaching is actually pretty difficult—Not the most fun job. Especially if the kids are not into 
basketball and are just there to be there; it is harder to get them improve. I love working with 
freshmen and younger because it is fun to teach them a base on how to start playing basketball. I also 
enjoy going into Anchorage to the state tournaments. 

Do you miss playing sports?  
Yes, I miss being in shape. I miss the traveling and competitive play and being with my teammates 
mostly. That was a lot of fun. 

Who has influenced your life?  
My dad would be the most impactful and he taught me everything I know about the sport. 

What do you like most about flying?  
Getting to see so many different things like flying through the mountains and seeing waterfalls. Flying 
over animals searching for moose. My favorite thing is what you get to see from the air. 
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How does playing sports have an influence on what kind of pilot you are?  
Well, we traveled by plane everywhere since they were my first experiences flying with my friend. 
We flew all the way to Dutch Harbor—I always remember that trip because it was a perfect day and a 
long flight. I would say that is what made me want to get my license.   

How has life changed after getting married and now that you are soon to be a father?  
You have a lot more responsibility besides yourself. You have to make plans. If you want to do stuff 
you can’t just jump up and go and expect everybody to be ready like you are. You have to be more 
patient, but it is more rewarding than anything.   

Will you encourage your children to become basketball players? 
If they want to play basketball I will show them how…If they don’t want to play, and want to wrestle 
or do whatever they like…I just want them to do what they like. Even if they don’t play sports and 
play an instrument and enjoy that, it’s fine, but I am really hoping they would like to play basketball 
because I can share that with them.   

Do you have a favorite memory? 
Probably the semifinal game of the state tournament my senior year and I had 44 points and hit a 
game-winning three to win by one point. No videos of it.   

Did you miss any shots?  
I probably missed a couple. The reason I was such an accurate shooter was because I practiced 15-
foot jump shots all the time. I didn’t shoot three-pointers many times during a game—only three-to-
five a game. We were down by two points, a teammate was going in for a lay-up and passed the ball 
out to me on the three-point line, and I made the shot. It was quite a game. [The] best moments were 
probably the state tournaments.  
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