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Dear White People - Avalee 
Fray-McCroskey 

Dear White People is one Netflix’s most recent attempts to 
be racially inclusive. So how’d they do? In my opinion, the show 
was brilliant. It was well written and well directed. The 
producers, writer, and director were almost all African American, 
a rare occurrence in today’s media. It shouldn’t be crazy to have 
black people write a piece of media about black characters. 
Unfortunately, we have been relying on Tyler Perry for this (and 
most of his movies aren’t all that deep).

What is it about? IMBD describes the show as, “At a 
predominantly white Ivy League college, a diverse group of 
students navigate various forms of racial and other types of 
discrimination.” Dear White People does an amazing job at 
bringing up real political issues from today such as gun violence, 
interracial dating, white privilege, and white people saying the N 
word (even if it is just in a song). The show also touches on 
sexuality, and how college can be a great time for figuring out 
exactly what you’re into.
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Katniss Liang ‘17 

Katniss is a senior in SLHS. She 
is a crazy artist with bizarre 
ideas. She likes using mix 
media to create different forms 
of art. Now she is a 
photographer in newspaper. 
Joining this amazing class is 
the greatest decision she has 
never made and she can’t wait 
to share her wonderful photos 
with every one. 

Ben Comer ‘17 

Ben Comer, if he even exists, is 
an editor for the Lion's Roar. 

LION’S ROAR 
 | Giving Seattle Lutheran a Voice since 2013 | 
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Why watch it? I was first incised to watch with the first 
trailer I saw. I was further intrigued when I read an article about 
the show being “anti-white.” Anti-white? Is that even possible? 
The show is bringing up real issues that minorities, and especially 
black Americans, must deal with everyday in the US. How can we 
fix problems if the people experiencing the issues aren’t allowed 
to talk about their experiences? We need more shows, movies, 
and media written and about minority groups. This is how people 
become comfortable with different perspectives, by normalizing 
it. I hope that shows like this won’t be news in 20 years. We can’t 
rely on the group in power (white people) to accurately portray 
the experiences of a different people group.

Dear White People is full of lovable characters that are easy 
to become attached to. Each episode follows a different character 
and their experiences. You gain perspective with each episode. 
You learn how challenging it can be to fight a problem that many 
people choose to ignore is still an issue. I will warn you, while it is 
a great show with a great message, there are scenes that are 
NSFW because Netflix can do that.

Top 50 Facts - Ben Comer 
•Reruns of Seinfeld are better with Friends.

• Reruns of Friends are better with Seinfeld.

• People perform better in school when not doing schoolwork.

• “Paparazzi” is not only a term relating to celebrities. It’s also a 
pizza topping.

•People are less likely to help you when you scream in their ears 
randomly.

•Nobody can tell you what to do. Except me.

•Atheists believe in only one less god than monotheists. That’s 
proof that they worship Satan.

• Sandwiches taste better with bread.

• The greatest number that we know of is 1 trillion.

•Shakespeare, contrary to popular belief, is a famous writer.
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He is rumored to have 
appeared last year, and is 
supposedly a senior this year. 
Ben is said to pride himself on 
his work with the Humane 
Society and his sports-
following prowess, and 
might be involved in politics, if 
our sources are correct. 

Avalee Fray-
McCroskey ‘17 

As someone who likes to 
control everything she is 
involved in, Avalee enjoys 
being one of the Editors of The 
Lion's Roar. She spends most 
of her time caring for animals 
even though she is allergic to 
absolutely everything. She 
hopes that this thing no one 
reads will help her get into 
college.
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•Cats don’t feel remorse.

•Valentine’s Day, the holiday for love, was named after Denzel 
Valentine of the Chicago Bulls.

•Harvard is overrated.

•People who use no punctuation are proven to be dumber than 
other people

•Abraham Lincoln, while writing the Declaration of 
Independence, discovered America.

•When you combine an oxygen atom with two hydrogen atoms, 
you have small hands.

•90% of computers aren’t running at any given moment. I just 
made that up.

•Scientists have determined the food with the highest nutritional 
value to be edible.

•If you’re looking for a good way to steal money, don’t, you 
monster.

•Everything increases your chances of getting cancer. This one’s 
true.

•Imagine a doctor. If you imagined a male doctor, you’re a sexist.

•According to most people, I should stop asking them questions.

•Donald Trump, the president of South Canada, only types in the 
font “Kristen ITC.”

•Death is inevitable.

•All hail the Flying Spaghetti Monster. Praise be unto him.

•This fact is false.

•The world’s strongest person is me, obviously.

•Whenever a pet sits on someone’s lap, they have to go to the 
bathroom.

•The best club is Newspaper, according to everyone.

•Fact-checking is a lie.
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Konnor Wartelle ‘16 

Konnor is a junior who spends 
most of his time playing music 
or exploring abandoned 
factories. He was born and 
grew up in a place called 
Vänsveld, in the woods of 
Kilantia. He enjoys writing 
about cars and even calls 
himself Sealu's Top Gear. 
Weirdo.  

Zac Gorman ’19 

Zac Gorman, AKA Gac, is an 
aspiring film buff. Ever since his 
child hood he has always 
appreciated a good movie. He 
is rumored to be one of the last 
human beings who collects 
DVDs still, there just isn't 
enough space on his phone 
(and the box art is also pretty). 
Also at a young age he was 
exposed to the horror of Alien, 
but that's okay I'm sure he 
turned out just fine.  
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• Fake news is not unreal.

• These aren’t 50 facts, I can’t count.

Samurai Jack is Back – 
Zac Gorman 
Samurai Jack follows the story of a chosen warrior armed 
with the only sword that can stop an evil demon from 
ruling the entire world. Sent into a distant future, he 
must find a way to return to his time and stop the demon 
before he takes over his land.

It has been nearly 13 years since a new season. With the first season of Samurai Jack airing around 
16 years ago, many assumed the series to be forgotten by Cartoon Network. But, here we are in 2017, and 
lucky enough that the show has found a new home on Adult Swim. The show still maintains its artistic 
values that appeal to kids, but the new season also seems to be mature enough for even adults to enjoy 
without classifying it as a ‘guilty pleasure’ show. While I would recommend watching the original seasons, 
it isn’t necessary to enjoy the new one, as within the first few episodes it introduces many new characters 
and plots into the world.

Fans of the old show will notice the change of mood very quickly, as the new series features much 
darker and mature themes—insanity, deception, love, even suicide—all things that would’ve been 
considered somewhat controversial for a younger audience. But this change of tone isn’t random, it does 
make a lot of sense why the creators choose to take this step for Samurai Jack, as most of the younger 
viewers who watched the series all those years ago are now either teens, or adults. Changing from a Y-7 to 
TV-14 rating is just one way that proves how much care is being taken with this new season.

Anarcho Primitivism - 
Konnor Wartelle
I am about to argue in favor of what sounds like a 
ridiculous statement: agriculture was the worst thing to 
happen in human history. Of course, to back this up, I 
will need evidence, and all the evidence I’ll need is 
common knowledge. Take climate change (apparently, 
still a controversial subject). The earth is warming up 
faster than it is supposed to, and nature is not able to 
keep up with it. For example, when you think of Iran, 
do you think of rainforests? I don’t either, but they used 
to be all over the country. They became dry and therefore died out due to a process called desertification. 
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This happens when agriculture dries up a region of land and creates a desert. This is all only the 
environmental issues with the introduction of agriculture. 

Before agriculture, there was no such thing as wealth, because all you owned was whatever you 
could carry. There was no such thing as surplus. There was no such thing as a political power. People spent 
two to three hours a day hunting, gathering, and doing other necessary things, and they didn’t even 
consider it “work”, but rather a way of showing off skill. Nowadays, we are forced to work for most of the 
day. Jason Christoff explains this downside of modern society very neatly: “The idea that our society is 
best served when all family members separate in the morning, to do things they generally don’t enjoy, 
could be the biggest fallacy ever imprinted upon humanity.”

Work is not natural. Our bodies and 
our minds cannot simply adapt to this 
lifestyle. We have lived primitively for 
over 100,000 years, and agriculture was 
introduced only 10,000 years ago. 
Agriculture brought out the worst in 
humans. War, slavery, genocide, and 
environmental destruction are all 
products of agriculture. Fixing this 

mistake would be extremely difficult. If 
you are born and raised in a society with certain core values, you believe those core values are the best 
ones. This is why it is a small amount of people who criticize agriculture and the modern life it has 
created.

You may argue that it is too dangerous to live primitively and that modern lifestyle is much safer. I 
disagree, because primitively, you don’t face the danger of being bombed on while you sleep, you don’t 
have the danger of most preventable chronic illnesses (such as many forms of cancer), and you don’t have 
to lock your doors at night out of fear of someone coming into your home to do who knows what.

Many people want to leave modern society and ditch agriculture, and return to our hunter-
gatherer roots. I am one of those people. There are certainly benefits to agriculture, but what it has done 
to the world is atrocious, and something needs to be done.   
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Flowers and Emotions - Katniss Liang 
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Pictures From My Travels - Avalee Fray-
McCroskey
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