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Thank You Seniors! 

Ask Rex!  
Answers to your burning questions

Rex Sears 
Just a little too late with this one, but hey, what are you gonna do? Let’s hop right into it.

How can I manage to get through these last 7 weeks of senior year? 

...Well, this is awkward. For future seniors, then: remember that if you slip-up in your studies, then you’re 
effectively throwing the money your family paid to enroll you into school down the toilet. Use that 
crippling stress and pressure to not be capable of even doing any work, then have a mental breakdown 
right before finals week and get a GED instead. It’s not as good as an actual diploma, but if you’re 
exceptional at underachieving, it’ll do.

Or, you know, maintain a healthy balance between your own personal happiness and your studies by 
working on assignments on a consistent schedule. Also, make sure you get to sleep at a reasonable hour, I 
guess.

Why is Laura a liar, a bully, and an attention-seeker? - anonymous  

Sometimes, people have underlying issues in their personal lives that they feel powerless to control. They 
then take these frustrations out on others, regardless of if they’ve even done anything to warrant such a 
response. In other cases, people may just be desperate for some form of human contact or interaction, 
even if it comes out of negativity. In Laura’s case, though, it’s likely that she just hates people who are 
lesser than her from her perspective. Which I see nothing wrong with. [editor’s note: submitted by Laura]
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Muslim  

...yes?

Hobos 

These are just statements, I can’t do anything with them.

Best way to make someone do a flip? 

Grab them by the back of their legs and throw them backwards into the air. It will be super funny, and not 
at all alienate you from your classmates and leave you feeling empty on the inside. I know from 
experience.

And those are all the questions that were submitted. I’ll be honest, I’m disappointed that I wasn’t really 
able to make it work as well as I’d hoped, and I think there were only three questions submitted with the 
intent of getting a legitimate answer, but I still feel that this has been a valuable experience for all of us, as 
a community... or something.

Experts Surprised on Draft Day  
Tara King Goldman 

The Cleveland Browns started off with the first pick of the draft by choosing Baker Mayfield. It was 
surprising to me, and most of the draft "experts," since I thought that they would pick Sam Darnold out 
of USC, who was instead drafted by the New York Jets as the third pick. With the second pick, the New 
York Giants selected Saquon Barkley, a very highly regarded running back out of Penn State.

Overall, I thought that the Seattle Seahawks did a wonderful job in the draft. They got Rashaad Penny, a 
running back out of San Diego State University. He is very strong and durable, never missed a game in 
college, and was fifth in the Heisman Trophy voting. This should really help the Seahawks achieve their 
number one goal for this season, which is to get their running game back to being one of the best in the 
league. Then we got defensive end Rasheem Green, out of USC, who will help in the pass rush. You also 
can’t forget about the feel-good story of brothers Shaquill and Shaquem Griffin now being able to play 
together on the same team.

Records for a Sunny Day 
Alex Okabayashi 

As you're emerging from the gray depths of winter and the light starts to seem tangible, you'll need to 
kick yourself into full gear with some upbeat albums for the coming months. These picks span multiple 
decades and genres, so hopefully you can find one that you like, but I encourage you to check them all out 
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if you have any free time, or if you're procrastinating on a Sunday night. I hope 
you can enjoy these as much as I have.

Saturation Trilogy (2017) 

BROCKHAMPTON has blown up since last summer, and for great reasons! Each 
member in this self-proclaimed boyband has a unique style that brings something 
new to the table each album. Each record has a similar format, with the first few 
tracks being absolute bangers (“Heat,” “Star,” “Boogie”), the last few songs tuning 
into the indie rock spectrum (“Waste,” “Face,” “Team”), and the middle portion 
providing a solid mix of the two (“Hottie,” “Junky,” “Tokyo/Jesus”). 
BROCKHAMPTON has successfully filled their discography with a consistently 
terrific set of albums in the span of seven months. They're also dropping yet 
another album this summer, Puppy, which is separate from the trilogy. The hip-hop industry cannot wait 
to see what's in store for the group.

Prince (1979) 

This self-titled sophomore effort put Prince on a new level not only with the 
hits, but with his skills and achievements as a musician. Legend says he 
produced, performed, composed, and wrote the entire project himself. Prince’s 
playful falsetto and funky synths on “I Wanna Be Your Lover” remains one of the 
best opening tracks of all time. With a few slow jams added into the nine-track 
project, the replay value proves to be great—a must-listen if you're in a creative 
slump.

IV (2016) 

Toronto-based jazz band BADBADNOTGOOD brought all of their greatest attributes into an album 
that is equally spontaneous and precise. The guest features on here are amazing, 
the most notable being Charlotte Day Wilson angelic vocals on “In Your Eyes.” 
The raw romanticism makes me want to buy a boat and drink overly expensive 
wine, gazing into a pink sunset. While most of the project is fairly relaxed, one 
of my favorite tracks, “Confessions, Pt. 2,” has yet another terrific guest feature 
with Colin Stetson. His blaring saxophone sounds great over the other 
instrumentation going on and breaks up a lot of the mellow, moodier cuts. I 
simply cannot praise this album without completely diving into the deep end, 
so just please give this one a listen, even if you're not particularly into jazz. 

Strangers in the Night (1966) 

Another childhood classic of mine hits the list, as mid-1960’s Frank Sinatra 
embodies pure bravado and chilled-out swagger on this record. Sinatra made a 
comeback with this record, and deservedly so. While not completely ditching 
the big-band dance tracks, this form of the iconic singer is much more 
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subdued. Relaxed and confident, Sinatra stands his ground with the title track and transitions smoothly 
into “Summer Winds.” The organ, played by multi-instrumentalist Nelson Riddle on the entire album, 
creates a beautiful sense of renewal, which makes this one of my favorite choices.

Little Dark Age (2018) 

Can't say no to a little synth-pop on a sunny day right? Alternative band 
MGMT brings a new sound to their latest album, released just this past 
February. Now, I wasn't that into their last couple of projects, but I hardly 
recognize the band here. It looks like they've scrapped the tawdry electronica 
and went for something much more refined and streamlined. A couple tracks 
that stick out to me include “Me and Michael,” which includes a hook straight 
out of a John Hughes movie, and “One Thing Left to Try,” which sounds like 
Tron falling down the rabbit hole. This is a super clean, experimental album for 
the band and I can't wait for more content.

A Look Back at the MCU  
Zac Gorman 

The Marvel Cinematic Universe is undoubtedly one of the 
most ambitious projects the big screen has ever had the 
opportunity to display. For the last eighteen years, ever since 
Tony Stark built the first prototype Iron Man suit in an 
Afghanistan cave, Marvel has been rapidly expanding its 
character roster into the mainstream, but it’s not just the big 
shots; characters that you might have never heard of are 
taking off, too. If Marvel wasn't so huge now, then I doubt 
my grandma would know what the heck an "Ant-Man" is, or 
any of these other unpopular heroes.

Infinity War is the MCU's nineteenth film, featuring just about all the heroes that Marvel has been 
developing since 2008. So yeah, it's kind of a big deal to a lot of people (including me). After all, I have 
been investing in these movies since I was about seven years old when I saw the first Iron Man movie with 
my dad (who actually resembles Tony Stark significantly). Speaking of Stark, he's always been one of my 
top-five favorite heroes. The casual viewer might not notice it, but he has made some serious character 
development over the course of his story. Ever since the invasion of New York in the very first Avengers, 
Tony has gone from an egotistical billionaire to a noble hero who is even willing to make the ultimate 
sacrifice in order to help people. Especially with the addition of Peter Parker, aka Spider-Man, Tony has 
been playing a mentor figure, attempting to teach the young web-slinger the ropes of being a hero.
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Marvel is in a league of their own—they don't win Oscars or Golden Globes, but do have hoards of fans 
willing to sit through the credits. It's certainly going to be interesting to see how Infinity War is going to 
affect the lives of these characters, the actors who play them, and their dedicated audience.

End of the Year 
Urban Clark 

As we approach the end of the school year with less than a month to go, stress fills the air as students 
work to study and prepare for finals (arriving in early June), finish their community service assignments, or 
just try to not fall apart before the school year ends due to the large amount of assignments given and 
material covered in classes.

Some students I have talked to also cite the amount of time studying to prepare for upcoming SAT tests 
as the cause of their stress near the end of the year. With only weeks left until the end, you may feel that 
you will collapse, exhausted, just before crossing that 
end-of-year finish line.

But fear not. We’re almost there.

If you are inside studying a lot, get some fresh air 
outside. If you are outside working a lot, take a rest on 
some comfy furniture inside. But whatever you do, don’t 
completely give up on your studies. Just take a few 
breaks here and there sometime. You might need it 
more than you think.
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A Really Cool Dog 
Laura Starrett


