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How to have a safe and fun holiday season  
By Ben Freeman  

During the times that we live in now it is vitally important for you and 

your families to stay safe and social distanced. However, staying safe does not 

mean that you have to give up great experiences and family time over the 

upcoming winter holiday season. Here are some great ideas to have fun with the 

family and stay safe. The key to keeping traditions alive is to do them virtually. 

Doing your holiday traditions over platforms like Zoom, Skype, or Facetime, can 

allow you to have family dinners, open presents with the kids, and simply see 

another familiar face. Also, keep in mind that the American mailing system is 

your best friend in a time like this. A fun idea for any family to do is to have a 

bake-off where everyone sends in samples of their bake and you decide a 

winner over video call. Now, while there are some great methods to keep up 

your family traditions, there are some people who may be in a situation where 

they are unable to connect with family and friends. It is important to take care of 

yourself and your mental health—during these times loneliness can be an 

effector. Try to keep yourself busy, working on a hobby is always a great idea to 

keep the brain from being stagnant. Another great opportunity is public service; 

it has been proven time and time again that helping those less fortunate than yourself is great for your 

mental state of being. These are just a few ideas to get the ball rolling on how to stay safe and have a good 

time this holiday season, but there are so many more. It's all about getting creative.  

 

SECTION J—The NBA is back and ready to go 
By James Orellana–Guzman 

After a strange second half of the 2019-2020 NBA season, they are 

back Dec. 22, 2020, for more action-packed games. Even with a season 

shortened by 10 games, it seems that all 30 teams are finalizing not only 

their roster but also their starting lineup. Since the NBA Finals ended on Oct. 11, 2020, the 

teams have only had about two and a half months to do all their off-season needs—from drafting to signing 

free agents, to now only being less than a week away from regular season basketball starting up. Some 

teams have gone from being a lottery team to being projected to have a chance at a playoff spot when the 

regular season comes to an end. 

A team that is considered an underdog coming into the season that may make the playoffs is the 

Atlanta Hawks. Drafting high this year with the No.6 overall pick, they were able to select an overall good 

big man in Onyeka Okongwu, out of the University of Southern California (USC) who is 6-foot-9 and weighs 

245 lbs., eight pounds less than the average center. The Hawks already have a great young duo in starting 

point guard Trae Young and starting power forward John Collins, and incredibly good young role 

players—you should not underestimate the talented young team.  

 Another team to look out for, is the newly rebuilding Houston Rockets. Ever since the draft they 

have brought in players such as Christian Wood, Demarcus Cousins, and newly acquired guard John Wall 

via trade with the Washington Wizards, which sent all-star guard Russell Westbrook to the Wizards. 

The NBA season is looking better than ever. Come back to see how the season is going in my next 

article. 

A new update to the ‘Cold War’ estate  
By Khalil Joseph-Taylor  

The “Call of Duty Black Ops Cold War” update comes out Dec. 16, 

2020, on all gaming systems, and they did this because they wanted to put 

more spice to the game itself. The story is the people in the picture (at 

right) have to defeat the boss or everything will go to hell in the world. 

They have to save the world or the world itself will be gone. The “Call of 

Duty” blog says this will be a game-changer for the community of “Black 

Ops,” and “Modern Warfare.”  

 

NBA.com 

Living room decorated with 

classic Christmas décor. (Ben 

Freeman) 

 

 

“Modern Warfare: Warzone” and 

the new “Cold War” are combined in 

“Rebirth Island”: new characters and 

more fun. (Photo: MP1ST) 
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Dec. 1, 2020: A good morning before Christmas 
Photos by Alex Little   

 

The Star Wars holiday special: a forgotten tradition of the past has 

been brought back through Legos 

By John Mueller 
The Lego 

Star Wars Holiday 

Special was 

released to Disney 

Plus on Nov. 17. It is 

the first official Star 

Wars holiday 

special since 1978. 

It continues where 

the last Star Wars 

movie, The Rise of 

Skywalker left off. 

The First Order is 

defeated, so Rey, 

Finn, Poe, 

Chewbacca, and 

BB-8 are all going 

to have a holiday 

celebration. 

Meanwhile, Rey is 

teaching Finn the ways of the Jedi, but Finn is having trouble learning. So, Rey leaves before the party to 

unlock an ancient Jedi relic that enables her to time travel. As time travel stories go, she accidentally 

screws up the past and has to fix everything. But many bad guys from the past manage to get a hold of the 

time machine and plan to use it to rule the galaxy!  

Eventually, with the help of the past Jedi, Rey is able to fix the timeline and make it back in time for 

her party. She learned a valuable lesson during her quest: that she needs to be Finn’s friend, not just his 

teacher. The runtime is 44 minutes. I think overall it is a fun, goofy Star Wars adventure. It had some good 

funny references (like when Greedo says “Maclunkey”) but it also had a good heartwarming story that is a 

perfect fit for the holiday season. 

The heroes of The Rise Of Skywalker gather for a Christmas party! (Screenshot by John Mueller) 
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Sounders FC take a tough loss in the MLS Cup final  
By Jacob Uglesich  

Last week, the Sounders took a tough loss in the MLS Cup finals. The final score was 3-0. The 

Columbus Crew came to the game ready and just were the better team. The Sounders entered halftime 

down by two and started to play the catch-up game. This eventually led to poor defense which led to what 

seemed like the nail in the coffin, the third goal. Towards the end of the game, the Sounders had a little life 

in them until the Crew scored the third goal. If the Sounders were somehow able to come back  from such 

a deficit their legacy status would be bumped-up so high. The one pro that may have come out of this loss 

is that coach, Brian Schmetzer’s contract was running out, and there was chatter about Schmetzer 

highballing the Sounders to the point where they would have to let go of him, but now that seems unlikely 

because of the loss. 

Winter   
Photos by Asher Danielson  
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Strange Utah monolith appears and mysteriously disappears 
By Parker Stanford  

A strange metal object was discovered in the remote southern Utah desert. On Nov. 18, 2020, a 

team from the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources supported by a helicopter from the Utah Public Safety 

Aero Bureau spotted a strange metal object when they were trying to count bighorn sheep in the park. The 

shiny metal rectangle, described as 

a monolith, was in a red sandstone 

slot canyon. It was ten feet in height. 

The discovery caused quite a stir 

with people all around the world. 

The story got even weirder when the 

monolith suddenly disappeared 12 

days later. 

A reporter asked a member of 

the team who discovered the 

monolith, “What is this thing and 

where did it go?” The response to 

the question was, “We don’t know 

and we don’t know.” The mystery 

remains but many people have ideas of 

what it could have been. Some believe 

that it was an artist’s installation. Others believed that it was a left over movie prop because a lot of movies 

and TV shows have been filmed in the area. Finally, some believed that it was made or left by aliens.  

The mystery of the monolith may never be solved. It is interesting that it got so much attention and we 

don’t have any answers. At this point in 2020, anything seems possible. Maybe the monolith is just a joke 

from some freelance artist who is just trying to pull an elaborate prank on the whole world. We may never 

know the true meaning behind the monolith or who or what put it there, but for now, it still remains a 

mystery.  
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Utah’s Dept. of Public Safety's Aero Bureau inspects metal monolith in a southern 

Utah slot canyon, Nov. 18, 2020. Utah Department of Public Safety 

 


