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SECTION J: NBA Finals—One for the Books 

By James Orellana-Guzman 

“I want my damn 

respect too,” said 

LeBron James after an 

emotional game 6 win in 

the NBA Finals to seal 

the deal for Frank Vogel 

(head coach) and the 

Los Angeles Lakers who 

won a franchise-tying 

17th championship in 

Walt Disney World 

Orlando, Florida.  

The NBA season 

is officially over, and the 

NBA Finals were one for 

the record books. The 

Miami Heat were able to pull off an underdog story in the Eastern Conference, beating every 

team to go to the NBA Finals to face-off against the Los Angeles Lakers. The duo of LeBron James 

and Anthony Davis came into the round rested and ready to play. The Lakers would take both 

game 1, 116-98, and game 2, 124-114, with the King and the Brow combining for 50+ points 

together. It would only be a matter of time until Jimmy Butler and the Miami Heat would bounce 

back taking game 3, 115-104, with Jimmy Butler’s outstanding 40 points, 13 assists, and 11 

rebounds to cap off the win. 

The Lakers would go on to win game 4, 102-96, with James recording a double-double with 

28 points and 12 assists in 39 minutes played. The Miami Heat would come into game 5 knowing if 

they did not win, their season would be over and they wouldn’t be NBA champions. The game was 

full of back and forth play, with the game coming down to two clutch free throws by the man 

himself, Jimmy Butler, who had 35 points, 11 assists, and 12 rebounds in 47 minutes. LeBron James 

and the Lakers would come down the court with about 16 seconds left in the game looking to put 

the game and series away, only to have James pass out of a layup and have a missed 3-pointer 

from Laker guard Danny Green to allow Miami to get another shot at winning the title.  

Game 6 would happen Sunday, October 11, with James and all of the Los Angeles Lakers 

more focused than ever after a tough loss in game 5. The game would start out semi-close with the 

score at the end of the first quarter, 28-20, Los Angeles. Unfortunately, the game would get out of 

reach quickly in the second quarter with the Lakers holding the Heat to only 16 points in the 

quarter and scoring 36 of their own. At halftime, the score would be 64-36 Lakers. The game 

would still be out of reach when the third quarter ended with a score of 87-58. 

The fourth quarter would start and the Miami Heat would bring it within 21, but it would too 

little, too late. The Los Angeles Lakers would need to go ice cold to let the Heat have any chance 

at this game. About half way into the fourth quarter, James would complete his eleventh triple-

double in the Finals, which is the most in NBA history. The Lakers would be up 97-75 with about 

4:15 to go in the game. The final buzzer would sound and the Los Angeles Lakers were the new 

NBA Champions, with the likes of Anthony Davis and Dwight Howard getting their first 
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championship. Rajon Rando and J.R. Smith would both get their second rings, and one of the most 

hated men in the Laker organization, Danny Green, would get his third title.  

The commissioner of the NBA, Adam Silver, would enter the court and announce the Bill 

Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award which would go (without a doubt) to “King” 

James, who would receive his fourth Finals MVP with three different teams: the Los Angeles 

Lakers, the Cleveland Cavaliers, and the team they had just beaten, the Miami Heat. Winning this 

award would mark James as second all-time, with four Finals MVP awards, behind Bulls legend 

Michael Jordan.  

The Lakers have postponed their championship parade but most likely it will be one of the 

best championship parades in the history of basketball.  

A Life in Music 

By Ben Freeman 

For this project I decided to interview my uncle, George Freeman, about his experiences 

in the music industry. Over his 35 years in music, he has worked in many different jobs with many 

different requirements for each. Today, he has mostly retired but still does some small work for 

television. 

Q: So, how have you been doing during these tough times we find ourselves living in? 

A: I think it's been tough for all of us. Although it's been rough, I feel lucky that I get to be in the 

position that I'm in. I feel for all the people who have to work nine-to-five and are working 

paycheck to paycheck. 

Q: How did you get started in music? 

A: I suppose I started doing music back in my freshman year of high school. I had a music teacher 

named Mr. O'Connor who really inspired me to try new things when it came to music…But yeah, 

probably early high school. 

Q: What was really popular around the time you decided to take an interest in music? 

A: Man, so many. We’re talking about the mid-‘80s here, so probably a lot of people you know. 

Some big influences were Michael Jackson, Rush, and definitely AC/DC. 

Q: What was the music scene like in the early ‘90’s? 

A: It was wild. I was working a little with my old band and really starting to get into music 

production around that time. So many new ideas were thrown around back then. It was a time 

where you could really be creative with your music. 

Q: You did a lot of music with your close friend Michael Klien. How did you two meet? 

A: Me and my friend Michael (who worked on a lot of projects with me), we met late in high 

school. We actually met in typing class, we both shared similar music tastes and it just took off 

from there. 

Q: What are a few of your instruments of choice and how did you pick them up? 

A: Well, I play a few but if I had to narrow it down, I would say guitar, bass, and piano. I picked up 

each of them during different points in my career. Guitar came first, and that naturally led into 

bass guitar. Piano, to be honest, I learned to impress a girl in my senior class. 

Q: Were you in anything we probably know? 

A: Maybe. I did a good amount of work for the soundtracks of various shows. Some that stand out 

are probably SpongeBob, Friends, and even a little in Breaking Bad. 
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Q: Is anyone else in your family musical? 

A: I heard that my grandpa was musical but I never knew him. Other than that, not really. My 

parents were supportive, but never really enthusiastic either. 

Q: Do you ever perform publicly? 

A: I used to when I did some shows with my old band. But ever since I started moving away from 

albums and records and more towards behind the scenes work, not much. Although I would be 

lying if I said I never miss it. 

Q: If you could ever work with another musician who would it be and why? 

A: Oh, definitely Elton John. He was one of my first favorite musicians and getting to make 

something with him would be life changing for me. 

Q: If not music, then where would you see yourself? 

A: I always had a secondary interest in psychology, so if I had to move away from music, I would 

love to learn more about that. 

Q: What do you enjoy about music the most? 

A: I enjoy that, in a way, music can be seen as the best and only universal language. It's a way for 

all people to come together. No matter your race, background, language, or upbringing, you can 

enjoy music from everyone. 

I learned a lot over the course of this interview. Personally, I really took another look at 

music and the music industry. Talking with my uncle is always a pleasure and talking with him 

about something he’s passionate about is even better. 

Is it Possible to Feel like a Ghanaian in a White 

Person’s Body? 

By Addie Kunkel 
Kristofer Kunkel jumped back. There 

was a snake a couple of feet in front of him. 

He looked over at his friends to see what 

they would do. One of them picked up a 

stick and impaled the snake. Kris was glad 

none of them had gotten hurt. In his 

neighborhood all the snakes were 

poisonous. What do we do now? he thought. 

Then, one of his friends answered the 

unasked question, “We should go show it off 

to the neighbors!” So, they went door to 

door showing off their impressive prize. 

Kristofer Kunkel was born in Ghana, West Africa, and lived there until 

he was 17. His parents were missionaries at the local church and Ghana will 

always have a special place in his heart. 

What was it like for you growing up as a missionary kid? What did your parents do in 

Ghana? 

“Most of the people there are Black, it was different in the way that my skin color was 

different than the people around me. We moved there so my parents could work as missionaries 
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at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ghana. They were there to tell people and train people and 

help to teach people about Jesus. Much of what we did was centered around the church.” 

Did you ever wish you lived in America? 

“I always liked living in Ghana, I mean that was home to me. Growing up between cultures, 

if you will, where that was not my parents’ culture, but because I was born and grew up there, I 

was comfortable in that culture and I had friends there. I wouldn’t say I wished I lived in the U.S. 

We would come to visit every two to three years. We would visit family for a few months then 

come back to Ghana. I guess there were a few things—like my grandparents—that I’d miss, but 

for the most part, I enjoyed living in Ghana and growing up there. I enjoyed the people I had 

good friends and food.” 

What are some Ghanaian traditions that are different than those in America? 

“Well, one thing that is a tradition in the tribe and the area that we lived was that for every 

day of the week, depending on the day you were born, they have names—they call them ‘day-

names.’ So, for Monday, there’s a name for a boy born on Monday and a name for a girl who was 

born on a Monday, and the same for the rest of the week. So, I was born on a Friday, so my name 

is Kofi. My mom was born on Monday, so her name is Afia. Because of this, there are many people 

with the same or similar names. They would also have what they called their ‘English names’ that 

they would pick, you know, like once they got to school. We would celebrate similar holidays to 

the West Coast because they are influenced by the British. They were a British colony, formally 

called the ‘Gold Coast’, and so a lot of their traditions are similar, like they'd celebrate Easter and 

Christmas, New Year’s and then, of course, they had their Independence Day that they would 

celebrate, but then some local traditions within the tribes were funerals. Funerals were (and are) 

a big thing, so the Ashanti tribe (which is where we lived) would have big funerals, so somebody 

would pass away and they would have these big long funerals that would last for days. People 

would gather, and they would mourn, drink, and party, and all these things are part of their…I 

guess you could say…their tradition of how they would kind of come together to have a funeral 

was a unique thing to that particular area.” 

Where did you live in Ghana? 

“We lived in a city called Kumasi. It is the second-largest city. Kumasi means ‘under the 

kum tree,’ so Kum was named for a type of tree, and ‘asi’ is ‘underneath.’ Kumasi was supposedly 

founded by some people who started a town under a tree and called it ‘Kumasi.’ It's a very 

tropical area so it's a rainforest region with a lot of rain and lots of sun. Not too far out of Kumasi is 

another town called ‘Obuasi,’ which also got its name for ‘under the obu tree.’ In Obuasi there's a 

big gold mine, so gold was big there, as well as timber harvesting of big trees. So, those are a 

couple of big industries in that particular region of Ghana where we lived.” 

Name four things you loved about living in Ghana. 

“I love my friends and I love the people; they are always very outgoing and happy and 

open to conversation. I love the food, the food is really good there, good spices and dishes. I 

loved the weather, it was warm and sometimes it would get hot, but you know it fluctuated 

between hot and rainy and rainstorms that would come. It was always fun in the rainy season and 

hot and dry season where the winds would blow. So, the rainy season [comes] from the south, out 

from the Gulf of Guinea, and they bring all the rain up, and then in the dry season the winds 

would blow from the Sahara Desert, blowing down from the north, and then you get the dry winds 

from the desert. The fruit, I would say, would be another one that was really good. In our yard we 

had orange trees, avocado trees, papaya trees, mango trees, lemon trees, coconut trees, and 

banana trees—lots of different fruit trees—and they would go through their seasons which was 
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always fun. I have lots of memories of picking a bucket full of oranges and sitting under an orange 

tree just playing cards talking and eating oranges with my friends, those are the things I miss.” 

Where did you go to school in Ghana? 

“There was a large number of people who were outside foreigners, if you will, like 

ourselves, who were in the country. So, there was an International School that was started by a 

British woman who is married to a Ghanaian doctor and her name was Mrs. Ofori, and she ran the 

school. The school was called Ridge School, and it went through the sixth grade. I started school 

there and had some friends from different countries. I had friends from Pakistan, New Zealand, 

Australia, England, Norway, and Mexico. It was just a really diverse culture of different people 

who were there for different reasons. Some, like my parents, were missionaries, some were in 

different places developing different types of things in the country to help out the country, so they 

sent their kids there. I went there through class 4 (grade 4) and then my brother (who is two years 

older than I) went into seventh grade, and he couldn't continue going to school there. Then, my 

mom and dad had a decision to make because there weren’t any good middle schools and high 

schools right around that area where we were living, and they would have had to send him to a 

boarding school. However, they decided they wanted to keep him closer to home, so my mom 

kept him at home they did the same with me, so I was homeschooled until my sophomore year of 

high school. My mom was a trained teacher, so she would teach us, and would get the curriculum 

and we'd have class, and then she’d give us homework. But she didn’t homeschool me my sixth-

grade year because during that year we actually moved back to the U.S. and lived in Moses Lake 

and I attended Lakeview Middle School.” 

What were some of your friend’s names? Are you still in touch with any of them? Where are 

they now? 

“So, my earliest friends that I can remember were Kofi, Kwekovi, Baba, and Yow. Then 

when I got older (those guys are still around) but I started hanging out with guys like James, 

Anthony, Daniel, B.B., Johnny, and Brad (who was also a missionary kid) the last couple of years I 

was there. I'm still in touch with James and his family, [and in] close contact with James’ wife, 

Gloria, and then their son, Sammy. I’m also in touch with my other good friend B.B., who's kept in 

touch, who is still there in Ghana. So, James is still in the Kumasi area. He's a driver for a German 

company that's working on building roads or doing some type of development in Ghana. When 

they bring their guys from Germany to come and they need drivers, he drives him around. B.B. is 

in Accra now, which is the capital city. He has his CPA college degree in accounting, and he 

works for the Red Cross as the main accountant in their main headquarters in Accra, about 3 hours 

from Kumasi.” 

When did you leave Ghana? What was the transition from Ghana to Montana like? 

“I left in 1992, when I was 17, and came back to Montana where my relatives live. I traveled 

back and forth enough times that I was kind of familiar with Power, Montana. Although home was 

always Ghana, when I came to the U.S., I just adapted and adjusted and started going to school. 

There is a big part of me that just couldn't relate to other people because I couldn't share with 

people what it was like to be in Ghana, so I kind of started a new wave of learning about life. It’s 

called being a ‘third-culture kid’ where you had to adapt to a different culture that isn’t yours and 

then go back home. You adapt very easily to cultures but you're never at home in any culture. As 

much as I feel comfortable in Ghana (the culture I like), I will never be Ghanaian because I am 

white. Coming back to America, I talk, look, and act like an American, so I just adapt to it, but 

there are so many of the cultural things from Ghana that make me who I am that isn’t part of the 

American culture. The transition didn't hit me till I was in college because I just did my junior year 

and made friendships, just kind of went through my senior year and graduated, and went off to 

college with the same thing, but it was during my freshman year into my sophomore year of 
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college that I started kind of struggling with some of those questions of transition and adjustment, 

making my own decisions and choices at that point like, 'Do I want to go back to Ghana or do I 

want to stay in the U.S.?’” 

Have you gone back since you left? How has it changed? 

“Yeah, I did go back with my dad two years ago and it has changed a lot. What hasn't 

changed so far is that people are still very outgoing or very friendly, the food still good, fruit still 

good, so those things haven't changed. However, the infrastructure and the development of 

Ghana has changed, like Wi-Fi, cell data, and cell phones. When I was growing up, there was 

obviously no Internet or cell phones, and so the only kind of communication we had was 

transmitter radios to [call] other missionary families, or phones; however, we didn't have a phone 

and so if we needed to make a phone call, we’d have to go to the post office that had a phone, so 

you know the communication was just so much less. So, that's one thing that I really noticed going 

back was that there's so much more instant communication. In fact, now I can sit and text my 

friend on WhatsApp or Facebook and I can be here [and] communicate, where you couldn’t do 

that when I was growing up. So, the same thing then is able to happen within the country, people 

are able to communicate a lot more easily rather than writing a letter, putting it on a little truck to 

send it out to the village to take your message to your family or whatever. Cell phone towers can 

get put up a lot easier than running telephone lines; so yeah, that advent and the growth of 

technology with cell phones and the Internet, I noticed just really changed communication and 

really changed education. So yeah, those are some things I really noticed when I was back there.” 

The American Dream is Dying 

By Asher Danielson  

Maria Coassin is an Italian immigrant who first moved to the U.S. when she married an 

American. She moved to California and during first few months she worked at McDonald’s. After a 

year and a half, she and her husband moved to Seattle. She didn’t know English (except for a few 

words) and she had difficulty finding her way around at first; but she started to learn the language 

with time. 

           After some time, she and her husband got divorced and she had to move. She knew that she 

had to make the move to the U.S. worth it because she had broken her father’s heart by leaving.  

She grew up working in her family bakery and decided to start one of her own in Seattle. In 1996, 

she started her business, Gelatiamo, an Italian gelateria and bakery in downtown Seattle. Seattle 

had great opportunity for business at the time with multiple businesses taking off in the area, such 

as Microsoft and Starbucks. Small businesses could survive but it was still difficult. She said that 

her landlord thought her business would go under within two years and then she could rent out 

the space until her lease expired. She had a 10-year lease, which to her meant that she would 

have to be there for at least 10 years. She was committed to it and her business is still operating 

today. 

           When she started her business, she learned that business in Seattle was different from 

business in Italy. Maria came from a very small town in Italy and there were never any kind of 

drugs, homelessness, prostitution, or any other filth that you can find in a place like Seattle. 

Starting her business was very difficult, especially with a very limited vocabulary to work with. 

Sometimes it was difficult and uncomfortable to speak with customers when she did not know the 

words to say what she was trying to say, and they were trying to understand, but were confused. 

           Over time with the business, she made friends and a good amount of those friends that she 

made (and still knows) are firefighters and police. Whenever someone came into the business to 
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cause trouble and she needed to call 911, she would talk to the firefighters and police and 

sometimes they would become friends. 

           She said that over time it became more difficult to operate a small business in Seattle but 

over time it got better and better. Then it got worse. Today, it is more difficult than ever to 

operate a small business in Seattle. With COVID-19 restrictions in place, riots happening since 

June, and homelessness on the rise, small businesses are greatly suffering. When asked about the 

current conditions in the city she said, “I am worried to go to work early in the morning or leave 

later than usual.” Seattle is not a good place for small businesses anymore whatsoever—

especially downtown Seattle. The city has given up control to the mob of delinquents who destroy 

and loot businesses every day. When I asked her about what she thinks should change downtown 

she said, “They need to establish order downtown. I am paying taxes on a business that I 

currently can’t operate. Yet, people are allowed to come and do whatever they want.” She wishes 

that she never started her business here, because it’s a mess here. 

           Maria believes that Seattle needs to change its ways; the city is falling apart and people 

don’t like it here anymore. People don’t like to come downtown anymore and criminals are in the 

streets doing whatever they want, putting good, hard working peoples’ lives and wellbeing at 

risk.  

How Seattle Lutheran is Handling the Coronavirus  

By Khalil Joseph-Taylor 

At Seattle Lutheran we maintain our distance by sitting one person to a table, and we stay 

apart by being 6 feet away from each other and mind our distance all the time. 

Our new safety measures are that we cannot share supplies, food, or anything that anyone 

else has touched, and staying at our own tables—one at each table and that’s final. Another safety 

measure is always keeping our masks up so it won’t be easy to spread the coronavirus. We go to 

school only on Mondays and Tuesdays [and Thursdays]. 

The student response is normal because it is easy to do these things (except keeping 

distance sometimes). Everyone is fine with it because all the students know it’s for the best that 

we maintain are distance. 

The Fall of L’Manberg  

By Sofia Hostetter  

I interviewed my best friend Paloma over 

text about a team of “Minecraft” YouTubers. Over 

the summer, she has really developed a love for 

these specific YouTubers. Here is the interview: 

For people who don’t know what it is, what is 

L’Manberg? 

“It is a “Minecraft” team of the YouTubers: 

TommyInnit, Tubbo, Fundy, WilburSoot, and 

Nihachu. It all takes place on a “Minecraft” server which is run by the YouTuber, Dream.” 

 

 

The L’Manberg flag. Credit: A Twitter post by Tubbo 
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Where were you when L’Manberg fell? 

“Well, you see, I didn’t find out until the next day. I was going to bed the day after it fell 

and then something popped up in my recommended about L’Manberg (or as it is now, Manberg) 

falling.” 

Tell us about the war of L’Manberg 

“It was a long fight. First, it was against the Dream team (Sapnap, GeorgeNotFound, and 

Dream). They got betrayed and lost many strong soldiers. They finally thought they were free 

until they had the election and the new president (Jschlatt) ordered everything to be burned, and 

Tommy and Wilbur to no longer be allowed into the sacred land of L’Manberg.” 

How did you feel knowing it was about to be destroyed? 

“I was very upset. They worked so hard for their freedom and everything they deserved, 

only for a rigged election to let it all fall.” 

Do you know the L’Manberg anthem? 

“Of course.” 

Who was responsible for this? 

“Jschlatt! He was the one who ordered for everything to be burned to the ground and who 

revoked Tommy and Wilbur’s citizenship.” 

How has your life changed since the fall of L’Manberg? 

“I can’t listen to ‘Hallelujah’ the same anymore. I feel bad for Tommy and Wilbur. I get 

made fun of at school for crying over L’Manberg.” 

If you were on the side who wanted to destroy it, would you destroy it or would you try to 

convince your team otherwise? 

“I would try to be a middleman almost, so no one really gets hurt…? I don’t know I’m so 

attached to L’Manberg, I don’t think I could ever destroy it.” 

Do you think the war was good? Or do you think it shouldn’t have happened. 

“I think it was entertaining at the time but looking back on it, it could have easily been 

avoided if L’Manberg surrendered when Dream told them to.” 

What is your favorite L’Manberg moment? 

“I will insert some of my favorite quotes with no context: 

● ‘Bees!’ - Tubbo 

● ‘I’m gonna burn the forest.’ - Tommy 

● ‘All the viewers are like oh no! But they can’t smell you and I can.’ - Tommy 

● ‘Are we the bad guys, Tommy?’ - Wilbur 

If ever given the chance would you visit L’Manberg? 

“I would go before the war when everyone was at peace. Now it is just a wasteland and 

Jschlatt is now president and might execute me if I went.” 
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Life as a ‘Destiny 2’ player 

By Loren Shea 

“Destiny 2” is a sequel to the popular game, “Destiny.” It is now going into its third year, 

and a new expansion is coming out and players are very excited. A well-experienced player 

named Noah gave his opinions on the game. 

When did you start playing? 

“A couple of years ago but only really got into it at the start of quarantine.” 

What caused you to start playing? 

“My friends wanted to play and some other friends helped me when I started.” 

What is your favorite type of items (legendary, exotic, etc.) 

“Legendary. Everyone can get exotics but it’s harder to get good legendries.” 

Why is _____ your favorite type of item? 

“Because exotics are kind of cool but you can’t have unlimited exotics. It’s harder to get good 

versions of them.” 

How has playing “Destiny 2” impacted your social life? 

“I've made a lot of friends but I lost contact with many of my personal friends for a few months.” 

How has playing “Destiny 2” impacted your physical life? 

“My posture is very bad and I’m very weak.” 

How many people do you play with? 

“At most six, but I'm in a clan with lots of people led by my crush, Timothy.”  

What is your favorite character to play as? 

“Warlock. The other ones suck.” 

Do you tell a lot of people that you play “Destiny 2”? 

“NO.” 

What do you have to say for people who haven't played or are wanting to start playing 

“Destiny 2”? 

“Don’t. It’s not fun. I know a lot of them online but most of them were online.” 

‘Minecraft’ Youtuber 

Reacts to New Game 

Features  

By: John Mueller 

On October 3, 2020 the “Minecraft” 

developers held their annual live stream 

where they release new information about 

future updates. Over seven million people 

have viewed it on YouTube, as of Oct. 16, 

2020. One of these people is Timothy Smith, 
Screenshot by John Mueller at the Minecraft Live event, October 3, 2020. 
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founder of the “Fishboytim Co.” YouTube channel, that currently has 62 subscribers. He has been 

playing “Minecraft” for over six years and here's what he had to say about this year’s Minecraft 

Live. 

John: Are you excited for Minecraft Live?  

Tim: Yes, I am very much excited. I am really looking forward to it.  

J: Were you surprised when the Caves & Cliffs update was announced? 

T: I mean, I guess I was; I knew we were getting a cave update at some point but I was surprised.  

J: Are you excited for the lush caves?  

T: Yes, I am excited for the new plant, maybe we will get some new farms with that.  

J: What do you think about the new Warden creature?  

T: That thing is absolutely insane, but it looks and sounds really fun.  

J: Are you excited for shulk sensors or do you think they are too overpowered? 

T: I totally can’t wait.  

J: Are you excited for copper? 

T: Yes, I am. I am.   

J: What did you think about the aging of copper being added? 

T: I think it is a really cool game mechanic. 

J: Are you excited for goats? 

T: I mean you could say I am. They look really interesting for farms with the headbutting 

technique. 

J: Do you think bundles will be useful? 

T: They will definitely be useful for early game people.  

J: What do you think about archaeological dig sites? 

T: I think they are very fun, very cool, and good for early starting players. I also just love the fact 

that we're getting more life in our world. 

J: Do you think making custom vases feels too modded? 

T: I’m actually all for customization and I count that as customization, so yeah, I am really happy 

about that. 

J: Do you think axolotls will be useful or annoying? 

T: I mean they said they have a purpose that is the attacking feature, so that's going to be really 

fun. 
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A Decent, Enjoyable FPS Shooter from 2015 

By Alex Little 
When I started playing 

“Rainbow Six Siege,” it was a blast. 

The game’s design was amazing. I 

got to enjoy the character that Ubisoft 

made; I enjoyed the maps that they 

made. I always have fun playing with 

my friends. They add new game 

modes on a lot of holidays. This FPS 

(First Person Shooter) game was such 

a good experience, I have been 

playing the game for two years so far, 

and still enjoy it.  

“Rainbow Six” is a 5v5, FPS 

game consisting of “Attackers” and 

“Defenders.” Attackers have objectives to do. They either have to secure an objective, defuse a 

bomb, or save a hostage. The Defenders have to prevent the Attackers form complete those 

objectives. The Attackers win by doing those objectives or eliminating the five people. Defenders 

win by holding time for three minutes or eliminating Attackers. For each team, after they win a 

match, they get a point. If that team gets three points they win.  

This game is really popular. For being out for five years they have gained 60 million 

people! The game is really fun, even for newcomers joining in on the action. You get to try a lot of 

characters, up to 29 attackers and 30 defenders.  

‘Don’t Be Afraid to Experiment’: An Interview with My 

Grandma 

By Olivia Anderson 

Last week, I sat down with my grandma to do a little Q and A. 

OLIVIA ANDERSON: Hi Grandma! You are known to me as “Grandma,” but to those who don’t 

know who you are, tell us a little bit about yourself. 

SUE SCHEMP: My name is Sue Schemp, and I am Olivia’s grandma. 

O.A: Grandma, you were born in Twin Falls, Idaho, but you have lived in many places. Can you 

name some of those places? 

S.S: Sure. I lived in Pasco, Wash.; Moses Lake, Wash; Great Falls, Mont.; Moore, Mont.; 

Donnybrook, N.D.; Kimball, Neb.; Cheyenne, Wyo.; and then I married your grandfather. Then 

we lived in Rapid City, S.D.; Minot, N.D.; and then moved to Seattle, where we have lived ever 

since. 

O.A: We have made a lot of cards together but for those who don't know what is card making? 

S.S: Card making is creating a greeting and a design on a card with the idea of sending it to 

someone. 

O.A: How long have you been making cards? 

Photo: Ubisoft 
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S.S: I have been making cards for 30 years. 

O.A: What got you into card making? 

S.S: The fact that I was teaching calligraphy and that turned into carving rubber stamps out of 

erasers and that turned into me making cards. 

O.A: What company do you use for card making? 

S.S: I use Stampin’ Up. 

O.A: For my 14th birthday, you gave me a Paper Pumpkin box. What is Paper Pumpkin? 

S.S: Paper Pumpkin is a monthly box from Stampin’ Up. It contains supplies to make 8 to 12 cards, 

or a project depending on the time of year. 

O.A: What supplies do you use while card making? 

S.S: Paper, paper cutter, scissors, glue, stamps, ink pads, watercolor pencils, Big Shot, dies, 

embossing folders, punches, and many other things. 

O.A: What is your favorite thing that you use while card making? My personal favorite is the Wink 

of Stella Glitter Brush. 

S.S: Probably stamps and my imagination? 

O.A: How do you keep your craft supplies organized? 

S.S: The stamp sets are alphabetical on a shelf, ink pads are stored in open shelving, the paper is 

stored in vertical files, and other tools are on shelves. 

O.A: What is your favorite project that you have done? 

S.S: Some of my favorite projects are seasonal banners, advent boxes, and a Seahawks banner. 

O.A: Definitely my favorite project that you have done is the 12 days of Christmas banner. Do you 

have any crafting tips? 

S.S: Don’t be afraid to experiment, and if you have a color theme in your card or project, choose 

your paper accordingly. Use your imagination and think about what you want to accomplish. 

O.A: Thank you, Grandma! 

Connecting Russia and America  

By Polina Ghayem 

My mother, Sonia Ghayem, worked as a program manager at the Foundation for Russian 
American Economic Cooperation (FRAEC). The mission of the organization was to increase 
contacts between the U.S. West Coast and the Russian Far East. I sat down with my mother to find 
out her experience working in an international job. 

Q: How long did you work for FRAEC? 

A: “I worked for the Foundation for Russian American Economic Cooperation for 11 years, from 

1996 to 2007.” 

Q: What was your favorite part of your job? 

A: “My favorite part of my job was really making a difference in increasing economic and social 

contacts between Russian people and American people.” 
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Q: What was one important thing you learned during your career? 

A: “I learned that you can’t just take practice (for example, the way you do law, the way you do it 

in the USA, like having jury trials) and teach it to the Russians so they can do it. But because their 

system is different, it's really important to share experiences; to share it as a partnership as to just 

trying to teach someone to do something else, because it might not apply or work in their 

culture.” 

Q: Is there a difference between working in the U.S. and working in Russia? 

A: “Yes, I think Russians are more hierarchical, meaning the boss has much more authority.” 

Q: What was your favorite memory from working there? 

A: “Most of my favorite memories were when we saw lots of successes from projects like seeing 

high school students in Russia adopting the Model United Nations projects and they were doing 

so well on that.” 

Q: Are you still friends with your co-workers? 

A: “I have a couple of friends but most of them have moved to Washington, D.C.” 

Q: What were the types of people you met? 

A: “I had two jobs. One was increasing trade with Russia. In that job, I met some CEOs from big 

companies like John Deere, Exxon... But in my other part of my job when I worked with social 

projects, I met some really cool people that were experts in environment, health, education, 

banking, law... It was really interesting to meet these people who had an interest in Russia and an 

interest in partnering with Russians to see if they could improve the situation in Russia.”  

Q: Did you learn anything from these people while working with them? 

A: “Yes—that patience, good nature, thoughtfulness [are] really important because you never 

know where the other person is coming from in another culture or what they have to deal with or 

what their situation is.” 

Q: Did you ever face a difficult time during your job? If so, what was it? 

A: “Yes, dealing with Russian tax law. It was difficult because we never knew if we were obeying 

the tax laws or not. Then we would be operating, thinking we were ok, and then all of a sudden 

the tax person would have to say that we owe taxes. We would have to fight it.”  

Q: Did you ever meet someone who was difficult to work with? If so, how? 

A: “One of my own managers thought he was a big fish in a little pond.” 

Q: What was one of the easy, or fun things about your job? 

A: “The travel because I would travel to Russia three times a year. Sometimes I stayed there for a 

month and it was just amazing to live there and work and enjoy nature.” 

Q: What was one of your favorite memories from working? 

A: “Either going to an outdoor barbecue with a big group of Russian friends and lots of food, or 

going to a banya, which is a Russian spa, and jumping into a cold lake.” 

Q: Is there anything to say that would be an interesting fact to know from working at your 

job?  

 A: “People of different cultures really want the same thing. They want their communities to be 

strong and vibrant and they want to be a part of making it that way.”  
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Sophomore Suffers Injury 

By: Khalil Joseph-Taylor 

I had the chance to interview Parker Leo Stanford, who lives in Ballard and attends Seattle 

Lutheran and enjoys watching NHRA Top Fuel dragsters and a lot more car racing. His favorite 

game is “Forza,” which is all about car racing.  

He had an accident and got a concussion on his bike, racing down a hill 10 mph. It was 

interesting to interview Parker because he told me about the injury on his bike and how the wheel 

came from underneath him. 

Q: Parker, Do you play any video games?  

A: Yeah I do. Not a lot though.  

Q: What games do you play? 

A: I play a game called “Forza” about cars racing.  

Q: You don’t play any shooting games? 

A: No, I don’t. 

Q: Have you ever played a shooting game?  

A: I play “Call of Duty” at my friend's house and stuff. 

Q: Are you interested in shooting games? 

A: Not really. 

Q: Why don’t you like shooting games? 

A: They’re personally not the type of game I play. 

Q: Do you like basketball games? 

A: I don’t really like ball sports and stuff like that. 

Q: Were you trying to be a racer when you were on the bike? 

A: We were going 10 mph and my front wheel washed out, then I fell over. 

Q: What did the doctor diagnose you with? 

A: The doctor told me I had a mild concussion. 

Q: So, It doesn’t hurt? 

A: No I've been just having on and on headaches, so it’s nothing really serious…but it is. 

Q: Have you ever gone to any games like “Forza”? 

A: It was at an NHRA Top Fuel dragster event.  

Q: Did you like it? 

A: Yes, I did like the cars, and stuff was loud, and you [could] see the shockwave when they drove 

by. 
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How Difca overcame Hardship in Yugoslavia and 

Came to the U.S. 

By Jacob Uglesich 

Difca Uglesich (also known as Jacob’s grandmother) is an immigrant from Yugoslavia. This 

interview is about her childhood and how she overcame the war in Yugoslavia and how she came 

to the U.S. 

How was your early life growing up in Yugoslavia? Her early life in Yugoslavia was very 

tough. When she lived in Yugoslavia, it was during the war, so is very scary and unsafe.  

What were the living conditions in Yugoslavia? The living conditions in Yugoslavia were very 

poor; there was no running water.  

Why you leave Yugoslavia? She left Yugoslavia because of the war.  

Did you ever feel in danger? She said one time all her neighbors’ houses were burning down 

and her mom was scared that their house would burn down too. 

How did you leave? She left on a boat with her husband.  

Who did you go with to go to the United States? She went with her sister and her fiancé.  

Where did you meet Grandpa? She met Grandpa in Yugoslavia. 

When did you get married? She got married on the boat. 

Where did you go when you got to United States? She came from New York and they worked 

their way to Washington on the train.  

What was the hardest thing about moving cross-country? The hardest thing for her coming to 

the country was she had trouble with English and no one spoke Yugoslavian.  

How is America different from Yugoslavia? America is safer and more modern, she said. “You 

would never see a car in Yugoslavia but you can see my car down the block.” 

What's your favorite apart about the U.S.? The living conditions are much better.  

Would you go back over there to see family? She said she would come back to see family. 
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